
Free Virtual Lecture Series
VCE Loudoun Master Gardeners Present

Rain
Gardens

Rain Gardens are a landscape tool to improve water 
quality. The rain garden intercepts stormwater runoff 
that could contain pollutants from roofs, driveways, 
sidewalks, etc. The rain garden slows the velocity of the 
runoff, allowing it to be absorbed into the landscape and 
providing water to the plant roots. The plants also filter 
the remaining water that then may continue as runoff. 
Learn where and how to build a rain garden and the 
specific steps needed to be successful.

Sandy Smallwood has been a VCE Loudoun Master 
Gardener since 2021. She is a member of their Healthy 
Virginia Lawns team, a co-lead for their Speakers 
Bureau, and enjoys interacting with the community 
during Saturday morning Garden Clinics. In 2024, Sandy 
completed her advanced Water Steward training. As 
part of her final project, she is educating the community 
on environmental best practices and effects on the 
Chesapeake Bay/Potomac River watershed.
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VCE Loudoun Master Gardeners:
loudouncountymastergardeners.org

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, 
Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
and local governments, and is an equal opportunity employer. 
For the full non-discrimination statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/
accessibility.

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive 
devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this 
activity, please contact the Loudoun Extension office at 703-
777-0373/TDD* during business hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 
discuss accommodations 5 days prior to the event. *TDD number is 
(800) 828-1120.

Sandy Smallwood
VCE Loudoun

Master Gardener

Thursday
July 3
Time
7:00 p.m.

URL: tinyurl.com/mrxmftxu
Password: LCPL

Hosted by Loudoun 
County Public Library

In partnership with Loudoun 
County Public Library, this 

free public lecture series is 
supported by funding from 
the Loudoun County Master 

Gardener Association and the 
Stephen Dunbar Memorial Fund.

https://dof.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/Rain-Gardens_pub.pdf
https://loudouncountymastergardeners.org/
http:// ext.vt.edu/accessibility
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http://tinyurl.com/mrxmftxu



